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Ve then, as Workers together with bim, be- 
feech you alſo,that ye receive not the Grace 
of God in vain, 


HESE Words as they are a part of the 
Epiſtle for the day, ſo they do contain 
the chief Subject of our Labours, and 
| of your Duty : we as fellow Labourers 
*tOr with hin is not in the Greek) are to unite all our 
£ndeayours, to beſeech you not to neglect this 
oceat Salvation, nor to receive in vain that Grace and 
Favour which is offered you in the Goſpel : that is, 
7 not to hear it wichour the Impreſſions that it ought 
27 to make, and che effets chat ic ought co have upon 
{ you. 
Z* Intheend of the former Chapter Sr. Paul ſeems 
2 toraile our Character very high. He calls u; 4mbaſe 2.5.20. 
3 ſadours for Chriſt. An Ambaſſadour is the ſecond Cha- 
; racter 
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25, of my Text : we are Workmen, and Builders, and 


raCter of dignity in the World, becauſe it repre- 
ſents the firlt9 We come in the Name and ſtead 
of our Great Maſter, IWe pray men in Chriſts os 
and as tho God did beſeech them by us. Bur that w 
might not (well roo much upon ſo ſublime a te 


ſinnation, we are taken down again in the words 
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onght to be eſtremed for our Works ſake, as we Jabour | 
faithfully, and diligently. We are called to Ja-| 
bour and not to authoricy, to periwade and not to |! 
command. The chief Subject that we are to be |: 
:mployed in, is to perſwade men to be reconciled | 
' to God, and not to receive his Grace in vain. 

One might think, that this was an eaſe task, 
'3 which we couid not doubt of our ſucceſs, 
Nhat Criminal under the arreſts of. Juſtice, who 
nas the time of his Execution in view would, need ! 
' great perſwaſions to accept not only ot a pardon, |} 
but of favour. This would golo naturally, that | 
it would feem a ſuperfluous labour to uſe trons | 
ar2uments to prevail upon him. Were we bur ſen. 7 
ſible of the load of ſin, and guilt that is upon 15, what * 
humble {upplicants would we be for Grace, in ſtead 3 
of necding motives to perlwade us to accept of 2 
it. > 

The beft method for us both to maintain the 
dignity of our Character, as Ambaſadours, and to 


ſucceed 


"OR 
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ſucceed in our Labours as jynt Workmen, is to live 

E fucably to the (tation we are raiſed to, to repreſen: 

) Ei; near as we can the vertues of him who jends us, 

ef = to dire& the per{wafions that we offer ro others, 

| ſoeffectually to our lelves, that the world may fr om 

s | [thence believe, that we know our Arguments to 

[be ſtrong , becauſe we our ſelves are convinced by 

c f/them. If chey obſerve noc this,they will have little 

Jregard to all thac we ſay : They wi.l rather __ 

"that itis for the ſake of our Character, or ratie 

they will ern it, for the ſake of our > val 

that we ſtudy to let out this matter with good co- 

Jlours,and a {eeming ftrength of reaſon to others: but 

; tif we our ſelves do not yield to it, they will 

[conclude , that we, who have opportinities to 

imeditate well on thoſe marter \ 1ave iound out the 

$ eak fdes of the Arpgurcats, fince we do not 

yi dro Tit, what noiſe ſvever we may make | 
em. for the ſubduing and terrifying of 0- | 

Þ hs, The ſtrokes of Art, and the charms of 

FMherorick do pleaſe rather than perſwade. The 

; Heart has a language peculiar co it ſelf, 'which 

5s well perceived by the hearts of others : how 

Flain and neglect.d foever ic may be, as to 

the airs or graces of diſcourſe. It will ſoften 

and melc more than laboured or arcificial Com- 

Poſures. Mankind will judge of our hearts by ; 
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Fer. 34, words Which follow, we may give no offence iſ 


4 


UV. 
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our adtions rather then 'by our words. That we 
may efleually beleech others, we muſt care: 
fully watch over our ſelves, that, actording to theÞ 
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any thing , that we may neither give juſt ground; 
nor even colourable prerences to others, to ſtumble, 
by any thing that we may lay in their way : that þ # 
our miniſtry may not be blamed, "The enemies off); 
Religion*will notthink it enough to-triumph over ; 
us, when we furniſh them with ſuch advantages;|. 
they will carry it further, and lay the blame, na}. 
where it oughtrco be Jaid , upon our perſons : theyf 
will charge our Function with it, for they hate tha: 
more than our perſons : we ought therefore to aps|? 
prove cr ſelves in all things in the conduCt of ou: * 
lives, and in the diſcharge of our function : Inq; 
much patience, even tho we iliould fall under grea|J\ 
af fliEtions, By. bonour and dishonour, by evil report and}yy 
good report : neither much caſt down for the ont; 
nor at all liſted up for the other: and upon the whole Mj; 
matter we ought to behave our ſelves ſo , that'Y, 
tho impious and wicked men may ſtudy to make |F;, 

FE 
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us paſs for Impoſtors and deceivers ; yet we may be | 
found to be true :. to be men of. Integrity and pro» 


< 


\ St. Paul lays, we beſeech you alſo : that is, not only | 
the Heathens, bur the Saints or Chriſtians of Co- 
cormth, 


as 
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rinth , not to receive this Grace in vain. They nor 
*Fonly believed che Goſpel, . but were , when this 1 
*DEpiſtle was written to them , under deep Im- | 
Pprciſions of Sorrow , for thoſe Diſorders and 
"Scandals , for which he had tieated them fo (e- 
Flyerely in his firſt Epiſtle to them : yer no g00d 
| temper of theirs, could ſuperſede the neceſ- 
Airy of this exhortation : therefore he ſajies, we 
If beſeech you alſo. TT his is the end of our Miniſtry 
h J2nd the chief ſubje& of our labours : therefore it 
3[4is ever to be repeated, and to be alwayes inliſted 
Jon, even to the greateſt proficients, and in their 
?[4beſt minutes. By the Grace of God: in the general 1- 
lonification of the word, is to be underſtood the 
1love and favour of God ; ' but more particularly that 
looodneſs and mercy of God, which is revealed to 
Jus in the Goſpel, which in oppoſition to the Law of 
Moſes is called Grace : we are not under the Law but un- 
Wer Grace : and the Grace of God which bringeth ſalvation 
, bath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungod- 
, ly and worldly luſts,we ſhould Iive ſoberly righteouſh,and 2 Tit, It. 
od Joodlily ; in this preſent world, To receive this Grace in 
e Fvain,is not to have that ſenſe of it, nor to make thoſe 
Y:-cknowledgments for it, or returns to it, that be- 
b | come us, and which it dofarina, 
/ F Sothenthe Subject of chis Diſcourſe ſhall be, 
-| B i/t. To 


iz 
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1ſt. To {ſhew you what it is to receive the Go. Þ 
ſpel in vain, and who they are that are guilty of ; 
chis. F 

241y. What are thoſe arguments that we havetoſ| 
offer to the world to periwade them to receive it nt | 
' in vain, but ſutably to thetruth and importance | 
| of it. 
|. I come therefore now to conſider, what it is| 
| ro receive this Grace in vain 3 and what ſorts of men}. | 
are guilty of it ? I ſhall name three ſorts. 1 
= The 1/}. Thoſe do certainly receive it in vain: in the; | 
higheſt degree, who treat it with ſcorn, who make} 
It the ſubject of their prophane mirth, and Jiverſ| 
themſelves with ſuch Impieries, as an abuſed live: 1. 
lineſs can furniſh them with from any of the par; 
of it. This is the peculiar unhappinels of the pre- } 
ſent Age , that menare not contented to receive thi I 
Jude 4 Grace in vain, but they turn it into laſciviouſneſs ; they } | 
: ( 


are not ſatisfied with Indulgences to their Appetite 
and Paſſions, unleſs they gratifie them ſo far, as to * 
ſacrifice Religion and that Veneration, which by 
the conſent of all Ages and Nations, has hol | 
payed to ſacred things, to them. Bur if the men ol? 
that ſort will bear ſo ſerious a thing, as the arguing. ? 
cloſely ; this may be asked them, would they hav * 
all Mankind ſet free from all reſtraints ? If this i | | 
a right of Humane Nature, all men haye an equi } | 
claim 
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>| claimtoit: Now what a thing would the World 
of Þ be, ifmen-were let looſe ; or rather if their Ap- 
petites and Paſſions were let looſe, firit on them- 
oF) ſelves, and then on all the World about them. 
it *: God knows the reſtraints of Religion are but feeble 
e/: things : yet as to ſome Matters, and in ſome In- 
ſtances they have (ſuch influence, that without them 
5 | the World would ſoon be turned into a Delſarr, 
n'; Men would be as Beaſts of prey, deitroying 
7 and devouring one another : on the other hand 
© | what order and harmony, what confidence and 
e ! mutual affection, what happineſs in Families, and 
| | what peace in Neighbourhoods, would ariſe out 
+ | of the ſincere receiving of the Chriſtian Religion 
; } and the ſubmitting to its diſcipline > Every man 
- } would have all thoſe Duties payed him, which ariſe 
out of the relation of others to himſelf; as he would 
} | becometo all others every thing that in reaſon they 
s } could expe from him. The DoGdrines of this 
0 } Religion concerning God and his Attributes, con- 
1 


IS. ed ed 


' ] cerning the Government of this World, and the 
| prolpe&t of another : the Theories concerning 
5 che Soul and a future State, and the Notions of 
7 good and evil, have in them ſuch a majeſtick gra- 
7 vity, ſuch a ſutableneſs, with the higheſt Ideas and 
, the pureſt Thoughts that we are capable of, rhat 
| in this reſpe& there is nothing in Chriſtianity, thax 
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does not well agree with the molt elevated Ap- 
prehenfions chat our Natures are capable of, The 


worikip of this Religion is ſo freefrom all pagean- | 
try and vanity, fo ſimple in the few Rites ic pro- | 
poles, ſo natural in the Acts that are commanded | 
by it, and ſo eahie in their performance , that take | 


all the parts of this Religion together, the Morals, 


the Doctrines,and the Rituals of it,ic 15s evideat,thar | 
as every conſidering man wili-ackaowledge, that | 
the World could not be kept in. order without any | 


Religion ; fo there is no other that can be in any 
fort compared with this : and therefore every man 
mult ſoon ſeecaule to with it were true : and to 
be inclined to believe a Doctrine that has nothing 
in it unworthy of the Divine Nature, and chat doe; 
conduce ſo eminently to the perfecting of the Hu- 
| mane Natute. This is enough to diſpole men to 
believe, that it may be true, even tho' they could 
not bring evident proofs to perſ[wade them that it 
is lo. 


But when that lands ſo clearly atteſted, when |- 


the Miracles of Moſes and the Prophets, of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, were wrought in the ſight of fo 
many witneſles, and in ſuch eminent and uncon- 
; teſted Inſtances, which overcame the World fo 
faſt, that without any humane ſupports, nay in 
eppoſition to all the Powers on Earth, this Do- 
ctrine 
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 Grine being received in ſo many remote Provinces, 


ſo early, by ſuch numbers, who ſuffered much for 


it, and were ready to have ſuffered more ; when 1 
lay, all this is well conſidered, here was a juſt 


| realon once to receive this Guſpel, upon the Au- 


PTIETTC 


thority that proved thoſe, who delivered it, to have 
becn ſent of God. There is no reaſon to demand 


the continuance of ſuch wonderful Works : ſuch a 


\mleof Life, and ſuch a method of Worſhip, do ſo 


 effetually recommend this Religion, that we 


ovght to acquieſce in thoſe Proofs that were 
once given : for whatſoever is once well and 
fully proved, ought never to be queſtioned again 
unleſs there is ſomewhat in the nature of the 
thing, that gives a perpetual and juſt ground of 
doubting. 

So much in the way of Argument againſt this 
ſort ofmen : As to perlwaſion, all that needs be 
offered to them, is to appeal to their own minds, 


it they do not feela ſecret joy , when they do a 
\good ation, and as ſenſible a horrour when they 
'commir ſome bad ones: it in dangers and fears, 
they do nct feel ſomewhat within them, thac 
drives them to God and Religion, if the proſpect 
of death does not terrifie them at ſome times, and 
it the horrours of Conſcience grow not ſometirr es 
\too hard even for them to bear ; and that after all 


their 


; 
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into Parties and Factions, and become hot and an: 


their Practices upon themſelves to ſtifle and ex 
tinguiſh the Reſts of Education, and the dread off 
inviſible Obje&s'? 1f they will not hearken tf 
thoſe ſecret Intimations, that they feel within them 
ſelves, if they will neither conſider what th 
World would te it there weie no Religion .n it 
nor what it muſt be if men were fincere- Chriſt 
ans ; if they will neither conſider the reafons tha 
are offered for our Religion, nor the w hole frame 
of it in it ſelf, but will only fix on a few particular, 
on which they think they can lay their cenſure and 
ſced their mirth, all that remainsto be ſaid to ſuch}* 
is, Let him that is filthy be filthy ſtill : for if -our Goſpt 4 
is bidden, it is to them that are loft, and whom the Gul h 
of this World bath blinded. ſ 

A Second ſort of thoſe who receive this Grace il © 
vain, are they who outwardly profels it, nay 200 


C 
: 


gry about it, and yet do by no part of their whok 
behaviour ſhew that they inwardly believe it; 
fiace they live as if they did not; and that wit! 
relation to many of the moſt exprels Rules and 
Principles of it. From hence it is, that the men « 
the former ſort conclude, that thele men believer : 
as littie as they themlelyes do : and they inte} 
from thence that ſince Religion does not bring it, 
Votaries to that, which is both the cleareſt and che: 


. 
, 
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x, (moſt valuable part of ic, therefore ic can neither 
ofbavethar Truth, nor yer thar ſtrength in ir, char is 
fpretended, otherwile ic would ſhew ir lelf in more 
n,þeal cflets. | 
4,F It is but too true, that the much greater part of 
it thoſe who are called Chriſtians, are a reproach 
a.þto their profeſſion : the higher their pretenſions 
PICS the reproach is the greater : and it never 
ne{ has ſuch a certain effect for the hardning of others, 
Mer when any of our Profeſſion give juſt colour to 
ndl £81. The world oblerves us carefully as well 
42s maliciouſly : and will loſe none of the ad- 
ſpe Yanrages that we give them : they wait for our 
- | halting, and will not only Inſult upon it, with ces 
ſpect ro our ſelves, bur will urn it againſt the 
| doctrine that we profeſs with our mouths, while 
20 we deny it by our lives. Thele certainly who 
wt know their Maſters will and do it not, ſhall 
I be beaten with many ſtripes : they mult expe&t 
.. the deepeſt portion in the mileries of che next 


tate, eyen the portion of Hypocrites, who 


ith 
ave been all their lives acting a part-: for how 
Þ! foever they have aCted it, how thin ſoever the 


fiſpuiſe and mack has been, yet ſtill they have 
Faſled for Chriſtians, and have perhaps acted 
Ivith lome zeal, in ſome of the concerns of that 
el:gion, and yet-have all the while lived ſo, a3 
to 
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co makeall the world conclude, that chey believed 
noching of it : but yer after all this is confeſled, 

This ought not to ſtrengthen che libercines i In 

their [mpicties : ſince it is certain, that men may 


be really convinced of ſome truths, and yer ei- 
ther thro want of attention to them , or thro the 


pewer of ſome of their appetites or Intereſts, they þ 


may .purſue ſuch a courle of life as is molt di-f 


rely contrary to that, which they are well per.| 


ſwaded of Men do know , thata lie of riot, 


a carreer of Vice, and-a profuſion of Expenceſ 
muſt either ſhorten their daies, or make them 
miſerable : what they lee in others, and wha 
they obſerve in themſelves, do aſſure chem chap: 
Luxury will both exhauſt cheir fortunes , andf: 


bring pains and intollerable dileales upon them: 


yet they go on, and purlue their vices ; and} 


Ma | 
' 


that even after they have fel: che ill effects of 


chem, both on their perſons and eſtates : lo chajs | 


they ice all muſt end in beggary and rotten! 


nels, or ſome violent pains, under the — 
of which they muſt languiſh out their daic;| | 


Their ill habits are gon2 coo deep and becom! Þ 


roo dear to them to torlake them : ſo that daily ! 


© tbl 


oblervation ſhews us, that men may really * te 
lieve ſome truths, tho their lives ſeem to be a cor 1 


tinual contradiction to them. 
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But after all, though ſuch an outward form of 
| Religion can be of little advantage to thoſe who pur 
| it on; it is a great Bleſſing co a Nation to be 

brought under even the Profeſſion of the Belief of 
| it; For whatſoever 1s received as a National Reli- 

gion, if itis generally known, it muſt have ſuch 
| an influence on the Laws and Conſtitutions, the 
outward forms and decencies of ſuch a Nation, 
- that the Nation muſt come under another face, 
even by that outward appearance. In Athens and 
| Rome, the two moſt refined pieces of Heathenilm, 
' though Wit and Eloquence, Reaſon and Philoſo- 
\phy ſeemed to riſe among them as high as any 
'Apge can pretend to : and a good Conſtitution, 


| |publick Liberty, a generous Education, Courage, 


a the love of Vertue, and the love of their Country, 


ol 


iſeemed to raiſe them as high as Human Nature un- 


al [afiſted can g0; Yetthe Corruption of their Reli- 


pion, the Fables concerning their Gods, the Bru- 
MF Falities of their Worſhip, together with all the ill 


l 
ſl 
Co 
n 


conſequences of ir, were too hard for their Philo- 


' Jophy and good Government : . the Corruption of 


lf Fheir Religion went t00 deep, and was too early re- 


Teived, to be overcome by Speculation or Manage- 
'Fnent. This their Philoſophers ſaw well ; and fo 
Fhey delpaired of Reforming the World, unleſs 
\Fhole things could have been firſt Corrected. 
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The reverſe of this appears, even in the moſt 
degenerated State of Chriſtendome ; which with all | 
its faults, has another face than either Paganiſm or þ 
Mahometaniſm : and that appears yet more eminent. f 
ly, according as the Knowledge of this Religion 
has been ſpread. The outward appearance off 
Chriſtendome 1s very far different now, from what it 
was before the Reformation ; in which it was kept 
up from the world, and no more of it was let out 
than what was thought neceſſary to feed Superſli| 
tion, and to maintain the Authority of thoſe who: 
had the Secret in their hands, Now things haveþ 
another face; and though the greater part of thoſe 
who are called Chriſtians can expe nothing from 
it themſelves, but an aggravated Condemnation} 
fince they diſhonour it more by their ill PraCtices] | 
than they can pretend to ſupport it by their Zeal; 
yet the publick Profeflion, and the general know } 
ledgeof it, are great Bleſlings to Mankind. 

A third ſort of thoſe who receive this Gracein vain, 
are perſons who with the Profeſſion of Religion | 
do think themſelves bound to join ſome Practice! 
agreeing with it ; but by reaſon of ſome falſe Pri 
ciples, and through a vicious indulgence to thei ! 
Sloth and other ill Inclinations, they form fo lon ! 
an Idea of a Religious life, and make ſuch abate? 
ments to themſelves from that, to which art fit? 
; viel 
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view this DoCtrine ſeems to oblige them, that 


| they bring it down to a very {mall matter; to an 


external compliance with Forms and Inſtitutions ; 
to ſome outward Regularity; and ſome other 
eaſie Praftices , by which they pacify their own 
Minds ; they lay ſuch Terrors as may be apt 
troariſe upon them ; and they form ſuch Theories 
of the Attributes of God, and the Mercies of the 
Goſpel, that they grow to be eaſie under thoſe 
low degrees. 

Ic is certain, That the main deſign and chief 
effe&t of Religion, is to Purity our Hearts, to 
Reform our Natures, to Reſtrain our Inclinati- 
ons , our Appetites and Paſſions, and to ſpread 
ſuch an influence through our whole Lives, 
through all our Powers, and in all our Actions, 
that the world may from thence, as from the evi- 
denteſt as well as the powerfulleſt Argument, be 
convinc'd both of the beauty and force of this Re- 
ligion. The Chriſtian Religion in ics true Purity, 
and as it 1s received among us, 1s ſo ſtript of all 
thoſe outward appearances of Pompous and Coſt- 
ly, of ſevere or cruel Performances, that unleſs ic 
reforms our Natures and our Lives, it has not 
enough in it to feed and ſupport that falſe quiet 
that Superſtition may pive. 
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A Heathen that Sacrific'd his Child , or Ruin'd 
his Fortunes to do honour to his Idol ; a Mahomes- 
ran thar Faſts ſeverely, that goes on chargeable Pil- 
grimages, that expoles himſelf co all Dangers, 
believing the certainty of Fate; a Jew that paid 


Tythes of all hisencreaſe, beſides many coſtly Sa. Þ 


crifices and Oblations ; that Travelled oft up to Je- 
ruſalem,and that was not to lend upon Intereſt; and 
one of the Roman Communion, that goes through 
ſevere Penances, and makes great Endowments 
for the Honour of a Saint, or the Redemption of 
a Soul; all theſe, I ſay, ſuffer ſo much in their 
Religion, ir puts them both to ſo much Coſt and 
Pain, that they may come to perſuade themſelves 
that it may be-put to their Account, that God may 
be pleaſed, and Sins or Defe&ts may be Forgiven 
upon their doing ſuch Services, that put them to 
ſo great a Charge, and condemn them to ſuch Se- 


verities. But as to us and our Religion, What | | 
can we expect from it, if it has not a real influence | 


upon -our Hearts and Lives? Can we think that 


for our going ſometimes (ſeldome God knows) | þ 


ro Prayers; our Afiiſting, that is being preſent, 
rather than joining with any Devotion at them ; 
that our giving the Hearing, often a very wander- 
i2g one, to a few Diſcourſes; and our coming to 
Sacrament upon ſome great occaſions, in compli- 


ance 4 
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nce with Law or Cuſtom, rather than out of true 
& Devotion ; Can, | ſay, any man have ſuch high 
| thoughts of ſuch Nothings,ſuch mean and dead Per- 
'» Hormances,or can he have ſuch low thoughts of God 
d zndReligion,as to imagine that any value can be ſer 
» fon them? It is certain, that ſo ſimple and plain 
- [Religion as ours is, which lays ſo little coſt or 
d trouble on us, can be of no value in the fight of 
1 God ; it has not ſo much as an outward appear- 
S [ance conſiderable enough to give a falſe quiet : ſo 
f that man who knows that his Religion has not its 
© Heal eflects on him, has no reaſon to flatter him- 
| {lf upon that account. Indeed ſuch a half Reli- 
 [gion, as it lets in upon a man the belief of the 
' [Principles of it, ſo it lays him open to all the 
| F Checks and Terrors which ariſe our of theſe. Ir 
 |$ ſtrong enough to teach him his Duty, to make 
| fhim know his Sins, and to apprehend the terrible 
' [Conſequences of them ; bur it does not compleat 
[#5 Work; it gives him only the Terrors, but lets . 
him not in tothe Joys of true Religion. He does 
not live in that purity, as to feel the Senſe of 2 good 
onſcience ; nor has he that right to the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, which may ſettle in him a firm con- 
Idence in God, with a full aflurance of his Love, 
and an entire dependance on his Providence. The 
Jerrors of Guilt muſt make him ſtart often, and 
4 the 
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the Corruptions that he feels ſtill wichin bim, ar: 
to him like thoſe ſecret Pains and Diſeales, tha 
though. they break not out into violent Symp 
roms, yet are ſenſibly felt, and do imbicter ou 
Lives, in ſpite of the higheſt afluence of wealt 
and pleaſure that may compals us about on everf 
{1de. x 
| Afﬀeer all, ſuch a low ſtate of Religion, thougl 
it is not to be reſted on, yet is not to be neglectedſ} 
it may be a good beginning, and carry us on t&' 
better things : A fire may ariſe-from a ſpark, anjF; 
a little Leaven may come to leaven the wholly” 
lump : Men of low attainments ought to knot? 
that they are but low ; and to preſs forward, for 
getting the things that are behind , reaching t# 
thoſe that are before them. f 
To conclude this Head ; As we have ſeen dift 5 
rent Claſſes of men who do receive this grace in vai. | 
ſo in oppoſition to them, thoſe who do not recei 
in vain, are they who are firmly perſuaded ot ti 
truth of it ; and that not from the implicicenelsq} 


#8 
*J 


Education, or Cuſtom, but upon Principles, 43 
ter a due conſideration of the matter. They tt? 
ing thus aſſured of the truth of ir, apply themſclnF, 
in earneſt to frame the inward diſpoſition of the! | 
mind, their Deſigns and ſetled Reſolutions, ni 
even their Wiſhes and ſuddener Thoughts, intof 
c0! 
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by onformity to the Spirit of che Chriſtian Religion. 
FThey become inwardly humble and modeſt , 
"PEharicable and good-natur'd, patient and gentle, 
UB-rious and devour ; they have moderate deſigns 
alt | 
""Þs to this world, and are contented with that ſtate 
Rf life, and thoſe Circumſtances thar God ſhall 
think fit ro chuſe for them : They conſider this 
World asa Pilgrimage, and themſelves as Strangers 
\þn it; and have their Eyes and Aims raiſed to a 
_@Þlefſed Immortality beyond it ; and ſo they Jay 
F E Jown a ſtedfaſt Reſolution to allow themſelves in 
\{Þo fin, nor to compound for any one by affe- 
, ing higher degrees of zeal in any of the other 
If parcs of Religion. Thus their mind is framed 
{Fwithin. To this Temper they join an exactneſs 
' $n their whole deportment, free from affectarion 
'Þor ſuperſtition. They begin at the moſt indiſpenſa- 
'Fble Rules of Vertue ; they are ſincere and true, ho- 
Inveſt in all their dealings, and faichful co all their 
Promiſes; they are harmlefs and innocent, ſhevwy 
Fcicher envy nor ſpite to others, nor allow chem- 
Ylves the liberty of Calumny or DetraCtion : They 
Fare chaſt, ſober and temperate ; ready no: only to 
Jdo good to all, bur particularly to render good for 
gevil: And in all theſe things they do not content 
Jthemſelves with low degrees, bur ſtudy to ſhine ; 


not to gratify Vanity, or to be obſerved; but to 
ſer 
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ſer a pattern to others, and to do all the honour 
that they can to their holy Religion. 

Bur alas! if this is the extent of not receiving thi Þ | 
grace in vain, how few are they who come within Þ'! 
this Charater? Oh wheie are they to be found? [1 
Some there are, God be tharked for ir, in whon ||! 
Religion ſhews both how amiable, and how effe. | 
ual it is. Itis indeed an amazing and melancho| T: 
Conſideration, that the number of them ſhould be \t 
ſo ſmall ; nor does any thing prove more evidently | 
the monſtrous depravation of Human Nature, | 
than that a Religion compoſed of ſuch Principles, þ'f 
and ſupported by ſuch an Author, ſhould prevailf!\ 
ſo little, and have ſo feeble an influence, even over 
thoſe who ſeem to deliver themlelves up to its} 


diſcipline. 


propoſed to ſpeak, to wit, What are thoſe Argu-|! 
ments that we have to offer the World, to perſuade}? 
them not to receive this grace in vain. L 

The »1/} is imported in the very word it ſelf; 
that it is Grace, and Favour. Generous minds va-{* 
lue themſelves on this; That how firm ſoever they : 
may be again Terrors or Threatnings, they are ea- 4 
ſily.conquer'd by the methods of love,and of kind- 
neſs. They are rather coo feeble here,and too apt to | 


be þ 


ik 
I 
This carries me to the ſecond Point to which [| * 
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be overcome by them. It we do either conlider 
our own guile, or the Majeſty of that God who of- 


þ;r Þ fers this Grace to us, we will have tenderer imprel- 


Th 


q 


WW 
Lee) 
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 fions of this matter. I know the profane Tribe 
look upon all the fad reflections that men may be 
induced to make on their paſt lives, asthe fumes of 
Melancholly, and as vapours that ariie from croſs 
| Accidents, or uneaſy Circumſtances. If indeed we 
thought that a few ſad Acts could compound mat- 
ters with God ; be as a lort of reparation to dil- 
count all other Reckonings ; this were a very mean 


) . . ® wy 
thing, and a great foundarion for Sup=rſtition. Bu: 


when refletions on paſt Diſorders are only meant 
ja order to the humbling of our ſelves, to the ma- 
King us claim to, and value the Mercies of God the 
' more, and to the obliging us co be more watchful 
over our (elves for the fucure, and more tender co- 
wards the failings of others; 12d Reflections fo 
managed, and lo directed, mult give us another 
New of chinzs, and make us (ce our lelves ja other 


y- yo 
colours, Theſe, while they i1nk us under the appre- 


henſions of what we have delerved, ſo they mult 


|Faiſe in us a high ſenſe of the Grace and Pardon of- 
{Fred us in the Goſpel ; luch perions mult /yve much 7. Luke 


Each that 1s forgiven them. | 
4 If to this we add the conſideration of the me- 


4" proportion to the lenle that they bave of che #7: 
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thod by which acceſs was given us to this Graſſi 
in which we ſtand, it muſt carry us to very highſ 

thoughts of it : when we fee that Holy and DiÞo 
vine Perſon, who delivered this Religion to thfp 
World, in whom the Fulneſs of the GodbelſÞi 
dwelt ; who was not only full of Grace and Truifo 
as Man, but was the only begotten Son of Gult 
Words that carry ſuch an auguſt ſound and ſenſf: 

in them, that they muſt beget in us the higheſſÞ 
Idea's poſſible of the dignity of his Perſon ; thfF: 
this Perſon, I ſay, was made a Sacrifice for us, an{Þ: 
went through ſuch a black and ignominious Scenf$: 
of Sufferings ; that at all this diſtance from th} 
time, the Hiſtory of them cannot yet be reaf$ 
without giving great tenderneſs to every ſerial 
Reader ; and that all this was done only to i £ 
concile us to God, to obtain to us the pardon 41 
our Sins, and the favour of God. When all thi 
is duly conſidered, it muſt raiſe in us a very det 
and ſenſible Gratitude ; it muſt create in us a jul $ 
horror of thoſe Sins which God would not pardot! 
without giving ſo ſignal a Demonſtration of hit 
abhorrence of them, when he laid fo great a lo#} 
of ſnffering on him, who was thereby to becom!! 
the Mediator and Interceſſor for them. So that i 
we have tractable Natures, that can be conquer 
by chat, which the nobleſt minds have thought® 
al 
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ran honour to be overcome by ; the goodnels of 
igh God in offering lo free a Pardon on ſuch eaſy terms 
Dion our ſide, and by fo hard a purchaſe to him who 
thfprocured it for us, will make ſuch impreſſions on 
flus that” will receive and value this Grace as we 
-ui[pught, and will Rtudy to make thoſe Returns for 
fat which become us. | 

off; Another Conſideration that may juſtly prevail 
eſpn us to give this Grace a ſuitable reception, is the 
ha{taly Conditions on which it is offered tous. Here 

n{Þn Objeion does preſently arile : Can ſuch a 

en{tourſe of ſtrict Obedience and ſevere Holineſs be 
Jhought an ealy matter, while all our Faculties are 
af $nder ſuch feebleneſs and diſorder, that they do 
{ $evolc againſt every part of it, and ſeem indeed 
bncapable to bear it? _ 

4 Here a diſtinction is carefully to be made be- 

hi $ween the Law that is laid upon us, and the con- 
Fiction upon which we can hope for a ſhare in this 

Grace. We are under a Law of Univerſal Holi- 

gels; bur the condition of the Covenant of Grace 

h{$ a fiacere Obedience. The meaning of which 

{&$ not, that we are only obliged to a fincere 

Dbedience, and not to an entire one. The whole 

Faw of God obliges us to the utmoſt exterit that 

Fe Goſpel has carried every branch of it; ſo that 
Fe {in againſt God, and-provoke his wrath, when 
16 D 2 we 
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we fail in any part of our Duty. But on the othef: 
hand, the Goſpel is not of the nature of ſuch af 
Act of Grace, as pardons all former Faults, buf 
gives no hope incale of a new Diſobedience ; i 
does not only pardon all that is paſt, bur ir en 
courages us to continue in the ſervice of God, tho. 
we ſhould relapſe, as well as it accepts of our fi: 
cerity ; and it makes abatements for thoſe Frail 
ties that hang about our Natures, and that df; 
often prevail over us: yet this does not alter the: 
nature of things; ir does not diſſolve our obligi 
tions, nor make ſuch aCtions no ftas ; it only offer 
a continued Pardon , not ſubject to forfeiture up: 
on our offences, Nothing but a deliberate courly 

I 


ta ar _ 


in fin excludes us from this Grace ; and even i; 
that caſe we are not condemaed to Deſpair, bu : 
there is room for Repentance, Therefore we ar: | 
not to imagine, that ſiacere Obedience is all thi 1 
we are bound to; for if it were ſo, we ſhould na | 
| be guilty of Sin, by ſuch offeaces as may coafit 
with it. From hence it appears, that we are ſtil; | 
under-an obligation to an entire Obedience ; |: } 
that when we ſay, that a ſincere Obedience is th * 
condition of this Coyenant, we do not diſann ! 
the Law, nor its binding force; we only hold for 1 
the continued offer of the Pardon in the Goſpel noi? 
withſtanding our Sins,upon our repenting of then; 

ally 


os 
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he | 1nd forſaking them inthe main- courſe of our life. 
anf} Every man that deals honeſtly wich himſelf, 


bu: 


# 7 


muſt ſoon be made to confeſs, That a ſincere 
' Obcdience is not ſo far out of the reach of human 


| Nature, but that he may hope to attain to it, eſpe- 


cially with the help of thoſe Aids that are offered 


fro him. And as every man knows what it is ſe- 
F riouſly to mind his Health and his Aﬀairs, even 


{when he is guilty of ſome Errors and Omiſſions in 
lic; he knows what it is to purſue a Science, or be 


1 


| }employed in a Trade, even when he does not 


jbend his utmoſt Application to it,nor ule all poſſible 
/Diligencein it; yet when it is that which he Jabours 
Jin, and does conſtantly follow, that becomes the 


Buſineſs of his life : He is ſenſible of many Er- 
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rors that he makes, he correAts them, and ſtudies 
ito perfe&t himfclt by all the improvements thar 
Jcome in his way. From hence it will be cafie to 
Jjudge of our finceri:y, whether we mind Religion 
Iwith that honeſt care, and hearty application with 
which we purſue all our other concerns. 


{I The caſineſs of this condition, appears yer 
63 


{more fully ia thole ſupplies by which we are ena- 
| bled ro perform ir. Secret Afliſtances are promi- 
Jied to us ; but how they aire conveyed, and how 
I they have their cffe&t upon us, is nor eaſe for us to 
Japprehend: Who can tell how it comes that our 
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yer the whole, after ſome time becomes very ap 
parent: They feel ſuch a new turn in their Mind, 
ſuch an alteration in their Inclinations and Averſi|' 


know, yet is ſometimes driven with ſuch mighty 


thar the Dew of Heaven ſhould make the Earth [- 


Fruitful? So how much ſoever Prophane MindsÞ} © 
may lay out their Wits, to make all this paſs for theſ\© 
deluſion of the Imagination, or for a falſe preten. l; 
ſion; yetall Good men may be appealed to, whe. | 
ther they do not feel that upon their purſuing thoſeſ!* 
methods that are offered in the Goſpel ; they]! 
do perceive ſuch a change to grow upon them, |: 
that how inſenſible ſoever the ſteps of it may be! 


i AY. 
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ons, that they become, as it were, moulded a-new; 
their Thoughts have another ply, and their Mind|' 
another form. The unaccountablenels of the way 


in which this is brought about, is no juſt prejudice * 


againſt the truth of it : WD thou the! 
weakeſt and moſt yeilding of all the bodies we : 


4 


force, that nothing can reſiſt it ; ſo our Saviour hai ! 
compared the unſeen motions of the Divine Spirit, ' 
to the inviſible direCtion of the Air : Such opers- ! 
tion have thoſe ſecret Influences,that men are tranſ } 
formed by them ; and ſince what exalts the powe 
of our Faculties, does at the ſame time weaken * 
the oppoſition that can be made to them, by the. ? 
difficulcy of any performance ; this removes the? 
prejudice.that may beraiſed from the feebleneſs ol? 
ou' 
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d: our Natures, and the haranels of the conditions 
[that are laid upon us. Ir j5 our ſloth and unwilling- 
ineſs ro undergo thoſe Labours that we know our 
| ſelves capable of, that makes the ditfculties appear 
& jto be Inſuperable. | 
| Wemuſt confeſs that we have ſeen ſuch inftan- 
"T}'ces of the Power of Religion, in ſome Perſons rat- 
[ſed to the higheſt Circumſtances of Life, and who 
Lived under the moſt conſtant obſervation ; that 
: [by thoſe we may be convinced how far Human 
(. Nature can go, or rather how far Religion can 
(carry it, We have ſeen them ſhine with ſuch 4 


luſtre, as well as influence, that by thoſe apparent 
iproofs we are forced to acknowledge, That thole 
who attend to the methods that this Religion pre- 
ſcribes, and do cloſely purſue them, riſe up to a 
' pitch that would ſcarce be credible, if it had not 
| tbeen evident beyond contradiction. To thoſe 
anſtances we appeal the more confidently, that 
Hrom them the world may judge how amiable a 
thing true Religion is; how excellent in it ſelf, 
and how beneficial to Mankind. Such Impreſſions 
A is ro be hoped will ſtick long, and will ler us ſee 
Iwhac we may grow to be, if we are not wanting, 
Jo our ſelves, and to thoſe Afliſtances that are ot- 
Fered tous ſo freely, that we may have them if we 
-Put ask them earneſtly, and uſe them carefully. 

A third Argument by which we are to beſecch 
you. 


— 
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you to receive this grace, and to purſue the deligns 
of it with due care, is, that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain. There is a valt reward laid up for them that 


walk worthy of this Goſpel. And ſince it is of tuch 
iofiaite value, it 15 but ſutcable that our acceptance 
of the Goſpel, and the effe&t ic has upon us, 
ſhould bear ſome proportion to our expectations, 
from it, and to thoſe hopes chat are held forth to 
us by ic. There is nothing more certain, than that 
in every wile Conlticution there ougnt to be aſþ 
proportion kept between che Rewards chat are of-} 
tered, and thoſe Services for which they are pro-f 
poſed ; as the due encouragements to them, and as 
returns for them. _ Even the higheſt Generoſuyſg, 
and Magnificence of bounty, muſt be conducted} 
by this rule; for the propoling vaſt Rewards for 
ſlight matters, will always betray great want oft 
judgment, in not ſetting a true value on things, 
either on the Rewards, or the Services, or perhaps} 
on both: The Rewards may riſe vaſtly above the 
true value of the Service ; and ir is fit they ſhould 
doo, that men may be duely animated and heated 
by them; buc then the Services muſt with rela 
tion to him that does them, be in proportion a; 
great for him to do, as the Rewards are for hin 
wao gives them. | : 
The Rewards that our Religion propoſes, are 
certainly far above all the Services that we can do: Mi 
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\nd yet it does not derogate from the Infinite 
Viddom of God to offer them to us; becauſe the 
vices that he Commands in order to our obtain- 
g them, are che highelt that we are capable of. 
But to offer ſuch Rewards to ſuch ſlight Services, 
5 che taking up of a Name, and a Profeſſion, the 
*Rſpouſing of ſome Opinions, the being regular in 


0 BDme Forms, and the exteriour parts of our deport- 


ene ; all this, as it is a mean thing in it ſelf, ſo ic 
;[$ the infincere acting of a part ; and therefore ic 
Rf: nnoc be ſuppoſed, thac a God who is lofinitely 


_ Wiſk and Holy, would propole ſuch a Reward to 


3F&\ch Services that are ſo far below the Capacities 
J 


Fen we apply our ſelves ſincerely co his Service, 
"hea we do fer all our Powers to it, and give up our 
Houghts and ſtudies,our time and our care toknow 
nd co do his Will; when we perceive that we 
"Make Religion the buſineſs of our Lives, and pur- 


nd the Faculties that he has planted in us. Buc 


— —G__ 


ie 2 conſtant Obedience to the Laws and Will - 


& 


Þf God Seriouſly and Conſtantly ; chen ſince this 


wh, 


d 

d's all chat our Natures are well capable of, it may 
"Fc bighly ſutableto the Infinite goodneſs of God, 
ind to che valt Regard that he has ro the Death and 
| Faterccfſion of Chriſt, to offer us Unſpeakable Re- 


ards for ſuch Services, which tho they are mean. . 


igheſt chat we are capable of. This is therefore ve- 
E ry 


themſclves, and add nothing to him, yer are the 
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ry clear, that the greatneſs of the Reward ought: 
be a moſt poweriulArgumen: to perſuade us to can 
ourReligion as far as we can,and not to reſt conten 
ed with Low Meaſures,and Lifeleſs Performanc 
Now that we may have lome [dea of the val 
of this recompence of reward that is offered us, 
us a little confider our own Natures, and fee wh 
Imaginable PerfeCtions we are capable of. Bodies 
great Purity and fineneſs of Compoſition, ſo fx 
as to be ſubje&t to no Waſt,and liable to no Nece{ 
ties; and ſo well Temper'd as to ſuggeſt to us 
bad Thoughts; that are capable of a great quickn 
of Motion, and of enduring a perpetual bent oft 
Mind : In a Word, ſuch Bodies as we can imag} 
our Animal Spirits would be, if they were no mc 
volatilebur fix'd,ſeem to be one Ingredient in the! 
moſtHappineſs that we are capable of.Another r 
be, that ovr Minds ſhould be fitl'd with the clear 
Ideas of Truth,of the nature of all things;and abo 
all, of trar Supreme Mind that both gave Being a 
Rill continues it toall other things. Thoſe 1de 
muſt be ever preſent withus ; andall the Inferent 
from them muſt be as eaſtly Made, and as conſtan 
Remembred, as we do fee with our Eyes, or do 
member ſuch things as have made che greateſt it 
preflions upon us. Qur Actions mult be as cercain 
Determined by them, as the eaſieſt things are nc 
carried on by the Idea's that arethe Cleareſt,andt 
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leaſt Painful to us : A Sovereign loveto the perfe- 
&elt Being, and to every other being in proportion 
tenffl to its Approach or Reſemblance of the Supream, 
nc} muſt ſo intirely pofleſs and overcome us, that 
val we ſhall be always living and acting under 
Ss, the Power of that Noble and Aftive Principle, 
will when there is a conſtant ſenſe of loving the beft Ob- 
les ject, and of being beloved by it: when with all 
hl this, there is a conſtant Joy in the Reflections on all 
cM that men do, and a perpetual delight ia it ; when 
ul thisis Enjoyed in Company with many other pure 
kn and perfe& Minds who do all love one another,and 
f rejoice together : And when there is joined to all 
ll this a clear ſenſe of thoſe Inſupportable Miſeriesto 
mol which they had made themſelves obnoxious , and 
ll from which they are for ever delivered : And: to 
ml crown all, when they docertainly know that allmuft 
al be Erernal, wichout End,orſo much as an lnterrup- 
boil tion. Lez: all theſe be ſuppoſed to be joined toge- 
; 1 ther; and they make up all che Happineſs that our 
cl Natures are capable of ; beſides wharother Seeds of 
00 a further poſſible Happineſs may lie in us, of which 
0 we can at preſent frame no true ldea. 

oF This Compoſition of all the Ingredients of an 
I'Y imaginable happineſs, as it carries nothing in any 
0 part of it that does not appear very poſſible, and 
that is not ſuitable to all our apprehenſions and 
obſervations, ſo it does very.pertetly agreewirh 
| the 
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1 Cor. the. deſcriptions. that this Religion, which. hy 
Es 42h brought life, ind immortality to light, has given us cal 
Joh z. cerning i * . Our-bodiesare to bexailed in a Nat t- 
of honou and. power, incorruptible and mortal : : W 
God as he is, and know him as we: LS Ye 
fon. And when that which is perſe& ſhall 
tShich is in part ſhall be done away ; and we ha 
be" ever with the Lord , in the fellowſhip of Angel, 
and of Saints. Are not theſe hopes and pin | 
ſufficient to inflame our affections, and 't 
us. toall the application and zeal poſſible 7 It we 
a. vain attempr, and unbecoming' the dignity* g 
the Subject, ar of this Place, to pretend to ad 
to or enlarge on theſe Arguments. They are ſo fu 
and ſoclear; there is that energy and conviction i 
them, that we muſt give overthoſe, upon who 
they have no effe&t, as perſons too hard to be (of 
ned, and too deſperate co be reclaimed. Our Gol 
pel may appear to them weak and fooliſh; but | 
thoſe who.conſider and judge more maturely, it} 
the power. and the wiſdom of 'God. Such it is, and . 
it will appear to beto all thole who receive not - 
grace.in vain. God grant it may not be our cot 
demnation, that. light is come unto the world, but th 
we have loved darkneſs better than light , becauſe 0 
.deeds are evil : But that as we have geceived thi 
Goſpel, ſo we may walk worthy of it, to the praiſe of h 
Holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ame 
T HE or 


